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U.S. ARRESTS TWO FORMER COLUMBI A UNI VERSI TY STUDENTS,
OTHERS I N KETAM NE AND STERO DS DI STRI BUTI ON CONSPI RACY

JAMVES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, and ANTHONY PLACI DO, the Speci al
Agent in Charge of the Drug Enforcenent Adm nistration’s New York
field D vision, announced today the arrest of two former Col unbia
St udents, BRI AN RAUPP and DAVID PRU TT, and two ot hers, CARLCS
COVEAN and BRANDON D AM CO, in a conspiracy to distribute
Ket ami ne and Anabolic Steroids.

The al | eged conspiracy involved the sale of Ketam ne
and Steroids via enmail, including RAUPP s all eged use of the
Col unmbi a University email account he received in connection with
his status as a Col unbi a student.

RAUPP, PRU TT, COVEAN and D AM CO are charged in a
Conpl ai nt unseal ed yesterday in Manhattan federal court. The
Conpl ai nt charges the defendants with conspiring to violate
federal narcotics |laws by distributing Ketam ne and Anabolic

Steroids. Specifically, RAUPP and his co-conspirators are



charged with offering Ketam ne and Steroids for sale over the
internet, receiving paynent for the drugs at a Mil boxes, Etc.
franchi se in Mrningside Heights in Manhattan, as well as in
Mat awan, New Jersey, and shi ppi ng the purchased drugs to
custoners in the New York netropolitan area and Fl ori da.

The Conpl aint all eges that RAUPP, while enrolled as a
student at Colunbia in the fall of 2002 and conti nui ng through
May 2003, took orders via enmail for both Ketam ne, a chem ca
i ntended for use as an equine tranquilizer, and Anabolic
Steroids. In order to do this, RAUPP used an email account
beari ng a pseudonym but instructed purchasers to send paynent to
a Mail boxes Etc. franchise |ocated in Mrningside Heights and
used exclusively by RAUPP. Once RAUPP received paynent, he
arranged for the drugs to be mailed to the purchaser, it was
charged. A nunber of the Ketam ne and Steroid shipnents were
allegedly mailed from California by co-conspirator PRUTT, who is
al so a forner Colunbia student, and whose attendance overl apped
w th RAUPP s.

The Conpl aint further alleges that during the course of
t he conspiracy, RAUPP noved fromthe New York nmetropolitan area
to California. |In order to maintain his narcotics trafficking,
RAUPP al | egedly arranged for custoners to send paynent to an
address in Matawan, New Jersey. Paynent at that address was
recei ved by co-defendant D AM CO, according to the Conplaint. In

addi tion, one custonmer m stakenly mail ed paynment for a | arge
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shi pnment of Steroids to the Mrningside Heights Ml boxes, Etc.
box, which was no | onger controlled by RAUPP, according to the
Conmplaint. Once the customer notified RAUPP of this problem
RAUPP al | egedly notified the Mil boxes, Etc. staff that he would
arrange for another co-conspirator to receive the envel ope
contai ning the paynment. Co-defendant COVEAN al |l egedly arrived at
t he Mail boxes, Etc. shortly thereafter to receive the paynent.
In addition, |aw enforcenent officers intercepted a package from
PRU TT that was addressed to COVEAN;, the package contai ned 250 10
cc vials of Ketamne, it was charged.

The Conpl aint further alleges that during |ate 2002 and
early 2003, RAUPP used his official Colunbia email account to
di scuss narcotics trafficking with a co-conspirator not charged
in the Conplaint (“CC-1"). Specifically, RAUPP is accused of
sending emails to CC-1 stating that “business is horrible. |1 had
a couple hundred ttokyos that | could only get $25 each on. The
biz is alot nore conpetitive now Furthernore Jorge Bravo was
busted and ttokyo is shut down so there are no nore |licks to even
buy except the generics which people don't like for some reason.”

The content of this email is consistent with an
investigation fromthe Southern District of California, where
from 2001 t hrough and including 2002, the Drug Enforcenent
Adm ni stration (“DEA’) was conducting an investigation of a
Ket am ne | aboratory known as “Ttokyo” in Mexico. In the course
of the Southern District of California investigation, the DEA
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shut down the Ttokyo | aboratory, and arrested a nunber of
i ndi vidual s for conspiracy to distribute Ketam ne, including an
i ndi vi dual named Jorge Bravo. Simlar additional enmils are
alleged in the Conplaint to have facilitated the conspirators.

RAUPP, 26, lives in Dana Point, California, where he
was arrested yesterday.

PRU TT, 23, lives in Venice, California, where he was
arrested yesterday.

DAMCO 28, lives in Ad Bridge, New Jersey, where he
was arrested today.

COVEAN, 28, lives in Od Bridge, New Jersey, and
surrendered to the DEA today.

| f convicted, each defendant faces a maxi mum sentence
of 20 years in prison and a fine of $2 million or twice the gross
gain or loss resulting fromthe crine.

M. COMEY praised the investigative efforts of the DEA
He said the investigation is continuing.

Assi stant United States Attorney SAMJEL G W LLI AMSON
is in charge of the prosecution.

The charges contained in the Conplaint are nerely
accusations, and the defendants are presuned i nnocent unless and
until proven guilty.
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